Securing Windows XP Professional

v. 2.0 4/8/2003
Preliminaries:
Set computer name.
Set time, time zone, and daylight savings.
Set up IP information.
Install latest video and network drivers.
Show My Computer on desktop.
Do NOT attach to network.

Security Settings:

Secure BIOS:
Set BIOS to boot from hard drive first. This will prevent accidental boot from an infected floppy or CD.
Set BIOS password

Install Service Pack 1

Configure User Accounts:
Start -> Settings -> Control Panel-> User Accounts
Set administrator password:
Click on “Computer administrator”.
Click “Create a password”, set complex password.
Verify Guest account is off:
Under Guest it should say “Guest account is off”.
Turn off Fast User Switching and the Welcome Screen:
Click on “Change the way users log on or off”.
Uncheck “Use the Welcome Screen”and “Use Fast User Switching”.

Set Local Security Policy:
Start -> Settings -> Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Local Security Policy
Change the following, all else default:
Account Policies:
Password Policy
Maximum password age, set to 0 (does not expire)
Minimum password length, set to 6 (8 is better)
Set “Password must meet complexity requirements” to Enabled
Verify “Store password using reversible encryption” is set to Disabled.
Account Lockout Policy
Threshold -> 10 attempts (maximum)
Duration -> 30 minutes (minimum)
Reset after -> 30 minutes (minimum)
Local Policies:
Audit Policy
Account logon events -> failure
Account management -> success, failure
Directory service access -> none
Logon events -> failure
Object access -> none (can be verbose, but useful for troubleshooting)
Policy change -> success, failure
Privilege use -> none (can be very verbose)
Process tracking -> none
System events -> success, failure
User Rights Assignment
Access this computer from the network: change Everyone to Authenticated Users
Log on locally: remove Guest



Security Options
Accounts: Rename administrator account: set to desired name (anything but “administrator”)
Microsoft network client: Send unencrypted password to third-party SMB servers: Disabled
Network access: Do not allow anonymous enumeration of SAM accounts: Enabled
Network access: Do not allow anonymous enumeration of SAM accounts and shares: Enabled

Network access: Sharing and security model for local accounts: Guest only -> Classic
(This also turns off “simple file sharing” and sets
HKLM\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\LSA\forceguest to “0”)

Enable network lockout of administrator account:
From command line: passprop.exe /adminlockout (Obtain from Resource Kit. 2000 version ok.)

Disable and/or stop unnecessary or dangerous services:

Right-click My Computer -> Manage -> Services and Applications -> Services

Verify the following dangerous services are stopped and disabled, if they exist, unless you have a very good reason:
IIS, ftp, smtp, Ipd, snmp, Terminal Services, Remote Registry

You probably want to stop and disable (or set to manual) these services:
Messenger, SSDP, Universal Plug and Play, Indexing Service, Help and Support
Any other junk added by OEM

Set “hidden” attribute, to keep machine from appearing in browse lists:
Using regedit:
Create new dword HKLM\system\currentcontrolset\services\lanmanserver\parameters\Hidden.
Set value to 1.

Create dummy administrator account, set complex password, disable:
Right-click My Computer -> Manage -> Local Users and Groups -> Users
Right-click -> New User, create Administrator account.

Set complex password, select “Account is disabled”.
Set complex password for Guest account.

Increase size of event log files:
Right-click My Computer -> Manage -> Event Viewer
Right-click Application -> Properties
Set “Maximum log size” to at least 5120 KB
Repeat for Security and System

[attach to network here]

Install any post-SP1 security patches:

Use Windows Update.

Make sure Windows Update does the following:
Patch Internet Explorer to current level.
Patch Media Player to current level.

Use Office Update, if Office is installed.
Patch Office to current level.

Check MS Security Bulletin web site.

Install and configure anti-virus software:
Install
Update
Make sure that an update method is arranged, with either auto-update or management software.
Configure:
Check for macros, use heuristics, scan all files,e xclude appropriate folders
Disable “floppy on shutdown”. Do not disable on-access scanner.

Ask for ISS scan of machine to verify installation and settings.



Optional Security Settings:
(These could possibly break things, so test when done.)

Secure file extensions:
Disable file associations for .hta, .wsh files and set to notepad.exe
Explorer -> Tools -> Folder Options -> File Types
Highlight “HTA File”, click “Change”, highlight “Notepad” (browse if necessary), click “OK”.
Repeat for “WSH File”.
Disable “Hide extensions for known file types”:
Explorer -> Tools -> Folder Options -> View:
Deselect “Hide extensions for known file types”.
Remove “NeverShowExt” registry settings for ConferenceLink, DocShortcut, piffile, SHCmdFile, xnkfile:
Open regedit, Edit -> Find. Search for “NeverShowExt” and delete from those keys listed above.
Set “Always show extension” for: Desklink, Mapimail, SHS, HTA, WSH, LNK (optional):
Explorer -> Tools -> Folder Options -> File Types
Highlight Desklink, click “Advanced”, select “Always show extension”, click “OK”.
Repeat for remaining file types listed above.

Set IP Security Policies:
Start -> Control Panel -> Administrative Tools -> Local Security Policy -> IP Security Policies on Local Machine:
Create new policy:
Right-click -> Create IP Security Policy
Enter name for new policy, click “Next”.
Accept default on “Requests for Secure Communication” , click “Next”.
Accept default on “Default Response Rule Authentication Method” , click “Next”.
Click “Yes” on Warning box, click “Finish”.
Create new rule:
Click “Add”
Create new filter list if necessary:
Click “Add”.
Create filter
Repeat until done.
Assign action to filter list to create rule.
Create more rules as necessary to complete the policy
Assign policy:
Right-click on policy -> assign

Consider using campus firewall.



